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Art HappeningsA Fantastic Start to the School Year!
 

As we near the completion of our first quarter, I want to take a moment
to reflect on what has truly been a tremendous start to the 2025–2026
school year. Our students, staff, and community continue to make Ten
Sleep Schools a place where excellence is not only expected but
achieved.

Academic State Champions
We are excited to announce a special celebration honoring our
recognition as the #1 Academic School District in the State of Wyoming!
More information will be coming soon. 
This designation reflects the incredible work happening in our classrooms every day. Several of our grade levels
swept the top rankings in both math and English, underscoring the consistency of our academic success. While
we recognize that academics are just one aspect of a child’s education, I think we can all agree if we’re going to
win a state championship in anything, this is one to be proud of!

Student Athletes Shine in Fall Sports
Beyond the classroom, our students are also thriving in athletics. This fall, 25 high school athletes are
competing in sports representing the highest participation rate in years! We’re especially proud of our 3
crossover athletes who finished one sport and immediately joined another. What an incredible example of
dedication and school spirit!

Our middle school students are following that same path of involvement and teamwork, with 22 athletes
participating in fall sports. Whether it’s on the field, court, or course, Ten Sleep students are giving their all.

Inaugural PBL Summit
We are thrilled to announce that Ten Sleep Schools will host the first-ever Project-Based Learning (PBL) Summit
on October 7th! Students from across the state will gather here to share innovative project ideas that connect
classroom learning to real-world experiences.

Our goal is to foster partnerships with business leaders that create meaningful learning opportunities,
scholarship pathways, and even future employment connections. This summit is not just about student growth—
it’s also an opportunity for us as educators to learn from industry leaders about how to best prepare our
students for success beyond graduation.

As always, thank you for your continued support of Ten Sleep Schools. Together, we’re building a community
that values hard work, academic excellence, and well-rounded opportunities for every student.

Music Notes

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y183YWViMWIwNDA3YmI2NzY1YWJiNTllNzU0Yzk1NDZjNTUyOWY1ZDk1ZGYwZGViOTk2NWY0YWE2YjNjZWYxM2JjQGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
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Homecoming
Our first homecoming in the new school was a great
celebration and included a lot of fun activities. We
started the week with garage door decorations that
included each high school class and the middle school (as
a group) picking a theme for their assigned doors. These
themes were carried onto the floats that were part of the
parade on Friday morning following the Pep Rally and
Royalty Coronation. The Homecoming Court included:
Tristin Zierlein & Siri Smith (9th), Porter Stiffney &
Karidee Gossens (10th), Eli Fox & Belle Starbuck (11th),
Kruze Forshee & Bree Jackson (12th), and King Jhett
Taylor & Queen Eliza Whitlock. 

Throughout the week, elementary and secondary
students participated in dress-up days: PJs; Sports
Themed; Movie Character; Tie-Dye & Camo; and Spirit
Day. Each day, high school student council members
chose one person from elementary and one person from
secondary to win “best dressed” and those students were
given a concession stand gift certificate.

Middle and high school students were also randomly
assigned to teams that participated in competitive games
each day during Homecoming Week. These games
included dodgeball, beachball volleyball, hide-and-seek,
and ultimate football. Evening activities were also
enjoyed with each high school class coming up with an
idea: these activities included “Fugitive,” yard games in
the park, an outdoor movie night at the new football
field, and a bonfire. The annual Homecoming Dance
brought the week to a close Saturday night.

Each high school class was competing for the “Spirit
Stick” which will be awarded at a future school assembly.
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Homecoming Continued
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Music Notes
As we move into October, I want to highlight a few
things the music program has already accomplished this
year! Although we couldn't march in the parade due to
a lack of marching practice time, we were still able to
perform! The high school band students did amazing
and they thoroughly enjoyed performing Pink Panther.
Along the same lines, all the elementary students got to
learn our school song which they sang with great pride
at the Pep Rally before the parade on Friday morning.
In other words, the music program is off to a great start
this year!

A few things coming up include the Veteran's Day K-12
Concert on November 11th at 10am in the Ten Sleep
Schools Heart Space! This is our first Veteran's Day in
this space and we look forward to continuing this
beautiful tradition of honoring those veterans who have
served our country! Please plan to be in attendance as
the performances from all our students, k-12, will be
wonderful. Around the same time, two of our high
school students will be auditioning for All-State Band,
so wish them luck!
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Mrs. Holiday

October marks the beginning of cold and flu season.
Influenza, RSV, COVID-19 and other respiratory
illnesses can be spread year-round, but an increase in
prevalence is usually seen in the fall and winter months.
Following these everyday prevention tips from the CDC
can help minimize the spread of germs and illness.

Stay home when you are ill. You can go back to your
normal activities when, for at least 24 hours, BOTH
are true:

Your symptoms are getting better overall AND 
You have not had a fever (in 24 hours and are
not using fever-reducing medication) 

Cover your cough and sneezes.
Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap
and water are not available use an alcohol based
hand rub.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs
spread this way.
Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may be
contaminated with viruses that cause illness.

Follow the links below for more information on flu,
colds and what to do if you are sick.

Vision and hearing screenings have begun in the
elementary grades. Parents will be notified if their
child does not meet the screening recommendations.

Flu: What To Do If You Get Sick | Influenza (Flu) | 

Cold Versus Flu | Influenza (Flu) | CDC

Similarities and Differences between Flu and
COVID-19 | Influenza (Flu) | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/takingcare/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/flu/treatment/takingcare.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/takingcare/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/flu/treatment/takingcare.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/coldflu.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/coldflu.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/flu-vs-covid19.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/flu-vs-covid19.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/flu-vs-covid19.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/flu-vs-covid19.htm
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~ Mrs. Wiechmann

As the school year gets underway and we all fall into
the swing of things, structure, patience, and boundaries
are words that come to my mind.

Having the structure and routine of a school day is
proven to be healthy and developmentally helpful for
students of all ages. Keeping a common routine in the
household is also helpful to lessen the chaos and help
manage childrens’ needs.

There are several resources available if you find
yourself treading water just to stay afloat. The school,
my office, and staff here are willing to help provide
support, resources, and ideas. Please know you are not
alone.

During our beginning of the year staff trainings,
PROSPER was on hand to train and inform. There was
also a community meeting in the evening. PROSPER is
a suicide prevention program that is an innovative
prevention and intervention model. It is research-
based; trying to transform the conversation and equip
individuals with practical tools, encourage community
engagement, and inspire collective action to save lives.
PROSPER was recently in the Worland community as
well as November of 2024. These community sessions
are a great resource to learn more and help protect
and guide our youth. It is a collective effort and an
opportunity I wish more individuals would take
advantage of. Our close-knit community is lucky to
have resources such as this at our doorstep.

If you are interested in resources such as this, or wish
to bring more ideas and awareness around a certain
topic, please attend our Task Force meetings the first
Tuesday of each month, 6:30, at the library. This is a
great opportunity to bring forth issues that are facing
youth or our community and work together to find
solutions, programs, or events that can help and
support.

Calling all HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND
PARENTS/GUARDIANS:

October 6, 6:00 at the school we will be having a high
school and post high school prep meeting. Teffany
Fegler with the state TRIO program will be on hand to
offer great tips and strategies for navigating the teen
academic life. She will also work with the class of 2026 

students/parents to help with the FAFSA for college
financial planning. Please plan to attend. This is
another great resource and opportunity to take
advantage of. 

Gear UP is a program for grade 7-12. They offer
post high school planning assistance, tutoring
assistance, waivers, academic support, college
application assistance, and more-all free of charge.
Contact Mrs. Wiechmann if this is something that
your student could benefit from.

WARNING: Elementary Parents

There has been some negative talk on the
playground. Some related to shooting/killing/dying
and other inappropriate talk, also discussions about
“not wanting to exist anymore”.

Please be asking and guiding at home concerning
this matter. I realize that “cops and robbers” is a
funny game. But taken out of context and paired
with some other inappropriate conversations, things
can spiral out of control fairly quickly. We cannot
shelter our kids, but help by having real
conversations and let your kids know what is
appropriate for your family values. 

Another “game” that recently came across our radar
is “pretending to be mean to get attention”. This is
more evidence that students are aware that negative
attention is still attention and that kids desperately
need and want attention…… from anyone. Creating
a kindness game and then pretending to be negative
just to get attention is very interesting; students
have said “lets be mean to get attention”....... Staff
have worked hard to shut these ideas down, but it’s
impossible to see and hear everything from
everyone. Please let your child know what your
family expectations are for play and help them
understand what is appropriate for school. I would
imagine you would rather front-load these
conversations rather than have it with your child in
the principal’s office. We ask that you help us help
you.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING AGENDA (Monday, September 8, 2025)
1. Work Session 6:15
2. MEETING OPENING
A. Call to Order- Chairperson Erin Blutt called this meeting to order at 7:00pm.
B. Pledge of Allegiance
C. Roll Call - Jordan Bush, Shana Harstad, Annie Griffin, Erin Blutt, Marc Dykstra, Robert Griffin, and Rachel Casteel.
D. Adopt Agenda - Move to adopt or amend the agenda.
Shana Harstad moved to adopt the agenda. Seconded by Marc Dykstra. Motion Carried 3-0.
3. REPORTS AND RECOGNITIONS
A. Italy Presentation and Agriculture Update
B. Pioneer Way- Student Recognitions
C. Superintendent Report- Mrs. Griffin
4. GUESTS AND PATRON COMMENTS
A. Visitor Input at Board Meetings
5. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Business Manager Report-Mrs. Casteel
B. Principal's Report - Mr. Griffin
C. Approve Minutes of August 12, 2025 Meeting
D. Authorization and Payment of Outstanding Bills
E. Megan Stiffney- Middle School Assistant Volleyball Coach
Marc Dykstra moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Seconded by Shana Harstad. Motion Carried 3-0.
6. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS
A. First Reading of Policies 2.02 Approval/Renewal of Superintendent, 2.09 Instruction, 2.10 Communication from
Patrons or Employment, 2.11 Finances of the District, 2.12 Discipline, 2.13 Suspension of a Student, 2.14 Delegating
Authority, 2.15 Authority in Case of Emergency, 2.16 Surety Bond, and 2.17 Executive Officer.
Shana Harstad moved to approve the First Reading of Policies 2.02 Approval/Renewal of Superintendent, 2.09
Instruction, 2.10 Communication from Patrons or Employment, 2.11 Finances of the District, 2.12 Discipline, 2.13
Suspension of a Student, 2.14 Delegating Authority, 2.15 Authority in Case of Emergency, 2.16
Surety Bond, and 2.17 Executive Officer. Seconded by Marc Dykstra. Motin Carried 3-0.
B. Second Reading of Policy 2.07 Purchase of Instructional Supplies.
Marc Dykstra moved to approve the Second Reading of Policy 2.07 Purchase of Instructional Supplies. Seconded by
Shana Harstad. Motion Carried 3-0.
C. Approve FFA Out of State Travel Request.
Marc Dykstra moved to approve all FFA Out of State Travel for the 2024-2025 School Year. Seconded by Shana
Harstad. Motion Carried 3-0.
D. 4th and 5th Grade Out of State Travel Request.
Marc Dykstra moved to approve the 4th and 5th grade trip to Yellowstone in February. Seconded by Shana Harstad.
Motion Carried 3-0.
E. WHSAA Membership Application
Shana Harstad moved to approve the WHSAA Membership Application and Activity Enrollment with Ernie Beckley as
representative for Washakie County School District #2. Seconded by Marc Dykstra. Motion Carried 3-0.
F. Adult Lunch Price Adjustment
Marc Dykstra moved to approve the increase in costs for adult lunches. Seconded by Shana Harstad. Motion Carried
3-0.
G. Champion of Education - The Board moved to approve the recommended nominee for Champion of Education.
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION
8. NEXT MONTH BOARD AGENDA ITEMS
9. ADJOURNMENT
A. Adjourn the Meeting - Chairperson Erin Blutt adjourned this meeting at 8:06pm.
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October Events Calendar

Game times subject to change. Please see our website for updated game times.

https://www.wsh2.k12.wy.us/


Washakie County School District #2 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in
admission to its programs, services, or activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect of their operations.
Washakie County School District #2 Career and Technical Education department does not discriminate in enrollment or access to
any of the programs available: Welding, Agricultural Projects, Woods & Construction Projects, Ag Journalism. The lack of English
language skills shall not be a barrier to admission or participation in the activities and programs. The Washakie County School
District #2 also does not discriminate in its hiring or employment practices.
This notice is provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX
of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
Questions, complaints, or requests for additional information regarding these laws may be forwarded to the designated compliance
coordinator(s). 504 Coordinator: Chawna Wiechmann, Counselor, 242 Cedar St., Ten Sleep, WY, 82442, 307-366-2233. Title IX
Coordinator: Annie Griffin, 242 Cedar St. ,Ten Sleep, WY, 82442, 307-366-2233 x 500.

Click for Page 1



Ten Sleep School

PO Box 105
Ten Sleep, WY 82442
Phone: 307-366-2223

Fax: 307-366-2304
www.wsh2.k12.wy.us
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